
Physics

What will you learn?

The Edexcel I/GCSE course begins in Year 9 where energy 
resources and energy transfers are taught and follows 
through in Years 10 and 11 where the topics are:

 
m

These are covered in both the separate science and double 
award courses, but the depth of each topic obviously varies 
according to the course chosen.

What do students say?
“The teachers have helped me to understand and enjoy physics. 
They encourage you to work to the very best of your ability.”

“Physics is awesome! It can be applied to everything from boiling 
a kettle to looking at the stars.”

“The teaching style is ordered and thorough, making it enjoyable 
and a subject I feel confident in as the exams approach.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

• The department has four dedicated teaching  
laboratories and a prep room area.

• Students are encouraged to enter the British Physics 
Olympiad practical project competition in Years 10  
and 11.

• A BPhO theory competition is available in Year 11,  
Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth.

Who teaches it?

The Head of Department is Mrs Jane Edwards. There are a further two full-time teachers,  
Mrs Jackson and Dr Chater, and one part-time teacher, Mrs Brudenell. Mrs Edwards has 
taught for over 30 years in the independent sector and enjoys the more mathematical 
element of the subject. Mrs Brudenell has an engineering background while Mrs Jackson, 
has a joint degree in biology and physics. Dr Chater has a PhD in experimental particle 
physics. We strive for continuity of teaching across Year 10 and 11. The department has a 
full-time technician, Mr Pocock-Bell.

Jane Edwards, Head of Physics

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE physics: 
94% at A*/A with 98% at A*/B

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

The separate science I/GCSE course is taught in 
four periods per week. Four topics are covered in 
Year 10 and three in Year 11. 

The double award I/GCSE course is taught in three 
periods per week. Four topics are taught in Year 10 
and the remaining three (shorter) topics in Year 11. 

Lessons have a mix of theory and practical work, 
with our emphasis on learning by experiment 
wherever possible. Weekly homework exercises 
are set to reinforce and consolidate teaching.

• Electricity
• Waves
• Forces and Motion
• Magnetism and  

electromagnetism

• Radioactivity  
and particles

• Solids, liquids  
and gases

• Astrophysics


